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ExcEllENcE iN EvErythiNg-AchiEviNg grEatNEss that lasts a lifEtiME

Tue 20th 
January 1CP Phonic workshop at 9:00

 Wed 21st 
January

1/2DN Phonic workshop at 
9:00

Wk Beg: 26th 
January Bikeability for Years 5 and 6

 Mon 2nd 
February National Storytelling Week

 Tues 4th 
February

Parents Evening all year groups 
3:30pm -6:00pm

Wed 5th 
February 

Parents Evening all year groups 
3:30pm -6:00pm

Fri 13th 
February Break up for half term

As we begin 2026, it feels like a natural moment to reflect on fresh starts, new ideas 
and new beginnings. Rather than asking the familiar question “What do you want to 
be when you grow up?”, this week we asked something different and more 
important: “Who do you want to be when you grow up?”

The responses from children across the school were powerful. From Reception to 
Year 6, pupils spoke not about jobs or status, but about character: “I want to be 
someone people can trust.” “I want to keep going when things are hard.” “I want to be 
kind, even when others aren’t.” “I want to make my family proud.” There was no 
scripting or coaching - just honesty - and it reminded us that character does not 
develop by accident. It must be taught deliberately.

At Warren Farm, this belief sits at the heart of our approach to education. Through 
our bespoke character curriculum and 12 character waypoints, we focus on who our 
children are becoming, not just what can be measured. The true impact of this work 
may not be visible for many years, but it will be seen in the choices our children 
make, the values they hold and the character they show when no one is watching.

In a rapidly changing world where roles will evolve and technology will reshape the 
future, one thing will always endure: the type of person you are. As we begin this year 
together, we encourage families to pause, reflect and talk at home about this 
important question: “Who do you want to be when you grow up?”

As you will have seen on Class Dojo, next week on Thursday 15th January, Mr Davis 
will hold  our next  parent/carer Character Education Working Party meeting. During 
the meeting, Mr Davis will share updates and collaboratively plan a parent workshop  
for our Waypoints of the Half term for Spring 1 - Work Ethic and Motivation. All 
parents/carers are welcome to attend and we look forward to you joining us in our 
community room at 08:50. 

Finally, I would like to thank all parents/carers for your patience, flexibility and 
understanding following our decision to close the school due to severe weather on 
Friday. We recognise how disruptive last-minute changes can be for families, and we 
do not take such decisions lightly. As always, the safety and wellbeing of our children, 
families and staff must come first, and we are grateful for your continued support and 
trust in these circumstances. Make it a great weekend 

   

Well Done Year 6 

We are all proud 
of you !

Message from Mr Taylor 

Aylesbury Crescent 
Birmingham B44 ODT
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Tue 1st 
October Black History Month Launch 

Mon 7th 
October African Drumming Workshop

Tue 8th
October

Parents Evening all year groups 
3:30pm -6:00pm

Wed 
9th 

October 

Parents Evening all year groups 
3:30pm -6:00pm

Wed 9th 
October

Reception 2025/26 
Open morning  9:30am

Thurs 
10th 

October

World  Mental Health Day 
Wear Yellow (Non Uniform) 

Fri 18th 
October  

Halloween Disco 
October Half Term 2 weeks

Mon 4th 
November  All children return to school 

Mr Taylor
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ATTENDANCE
 

EARLY YEARS       

KEY STAGE 1        
Happy New Year! We have had a terrific start to 2026. The children have been 
developing their oracy skills in Writing, as we have been discussing the book, 
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. They retold the story in different ways and discussed 
whether Jack’s actions were good or bad. They explored different types of 
plants to begin our new Science topic and explored clay in our first Art lesson of 
the term. In History, they learnt about and discussed what a hero is and where 
our local area is, for our new topic, ‘Local Heroes’. Please remember to return 
PE kits to school and sign reading records daily. 

Attendance remains a key priority for us as a school. On 
our first day back after Christmas, we had over 30 children 
absent. While this has improved, we are still currently 
seeing around 25 children off each day. This includes 
children taken out for holidays and others with sporadic 
absence. To put this into context, 25 children absent every 
day means 125 missed days of learning a week. Over a 
term, it quickly becomes hundreds of days that children 
are not in class, not learning, and not benefiting from 
routines, relationships and support. We understand that 
children will sometimes be unwell, and we will always 
work with families where there are genuine difficulties. 
However, avoidable absence, particularly term-time 
holidays and repeated days off, has a significant impact on 
children’s progress and confidence. Attendance is a shared 
responsibility. When children are in school every day, it 
strengthens learning, builds resilience and supports 
long-term success. Our message is simple: every day in 
school matters. Thank you to the many families who 
ensure their children attend school every day. We now 
need a collective push to reduce lost learning days further. 
If attendance is a challenge for your family, please speak to 
us. We are here to support. 

Aylesbury Crescent 
Birmingham B44 ODT
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Welcome back! We are so pleased with how the children have 
come back to school with the right attitude and work ethic, and 
we’ve all hit the ground running down in Early Years. This week, 
Reception have been exploring weather. We’ve really enjoyed 
being scientists and experimenting with how rain forms in a 
cloud and falls to the ground. In Nursery, children have been 
exploring shape by building a bridge for the Three Billy Goats 
Gruff! Please remember to send children with wellies, hats, 
scarves and gloves as the weather turns colder. 

REMINDER
OctobER HALF TERM
2 WEEKS BrEAK UP: 

FRIDAY 17th OCTOBER
RETURN TO SCHOOL:

MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER

This week’s House attendance 
winners are…South

 

TERM DATES
Spring Term 2026 

Starts:  Monday 5th January 2026 
Finishes: Friday 27th March 2026

Half Term
Monday 16th February 2026 to Friday 20th February 

2026

Easter Holiday 
Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026 

Summer Term 2026 
Starts:  Monday 13th April 2026 
Finishes: Friday 17th July  2026

Half Term
Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026

Bank Holiday
Monday 4th May 2026

School closed for voting 
Thursday 7th May 2026 
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 CHILD OF THE WEEK

   
   

iNCLUSION   

sAFEGUARDING      
     

Summer Term 
Starts: Monday 17th April 2023

Finishes: Friday 21st July 2023 at 12:00pm
Half Term: Monday 29th May 2023 - Friday 2nd June 2023
Summer Holiday 2023 commences Monday 24th July 2023 

There will be an additional teacher training day 
on Friday 7th July  

Summer term finishes Friday 21st July at 12:00

TErm datEs    

LOWER KEY STAGE 2      

 UPPER KEY STAGE 2       

Happy New Year! It has been a cold and frosty start to the year but I wanted 
to start by saying a huge thank you and well done to those children who have 
attended in all conditions this week. This has shown great self-discipline and 
motivation to their education.  Being in school is not only great for academic 
progression, but it also helps with confidence and social skills. Every day 
counts! This week we have started our new topics including making tints and 
shades in Art, as well as investigating fossils in Science and studying the 
Bronze Age in History.

Years 5 and 6 have settled back into school routines extremely well after the Christmas break, despite the snowy 
start! This week, pupils have taken part in a whole-school project based on Jack and the Beanstalk. Children have 
been exploring the story from different viewpoints, putting Jack on trial to decide whether he should be seen as a 
criminal or a hero. They have also been encouraged to show empathy for the Giant, who often gets a bad 
reputation, by considering his thoughts, feelings and motivations. This has prompted thoughtful discussion, strong 
reasoning and some excellent written outcomes. The children will be using there oracy skills to feedback there work 
to the rest of the school in our showcase. They have enjoyed rehearsing their speeches and using their body 
language to present their cases.

Knife crime is an issue that affects communities across Birmingham, 
and while primary-aged children are not typically involved, they can 
still be impacted by what they see, hear, or experience in their 
neighbourhoods and online. As a school, we are committed to 
keeping children safe by helping them understand the importance of 
making positive choices, resolving conflict peacefully, and knowing 
where to seek help if they feel worried or unsafe. We encourage 
parents and carers to talk openly with their children in an 
age-appropriate way, reassuring them that they are safe while 
reinforcing clear messages about staying away from dangerous 
situations and reporting concerns to a trusted adult. By working 
together as a community, we can help our children feel secure and 
supported as they grow. Knife crime in Birmingham
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NAH Faheemah Adio

RMH Amina Shutti

RAY Jaida Simmonds

1CP Amelia Crasmariu

1/2DN Emilia James

2AB Ibrahim Mohammad

3AS Eva Sava

3/4LM Luna Roberts

4SM Lola Lester

5LM Ayesha Kausar

5/6NW Nikolas Constandache

6BP Favour Ndikum

The Communication and Autism Team (CAT) supports nurseries and 
schools in developing strong autism-inclusive practice. Each 
mainstream setting has a dedicated CAT member who works with 
staff to build autism knowledge and ensure all children can fully 
access their education. CAT uses nationally recognised Autism 
Education Trust (AET) principles and standards to promote inclusion 
and offers free and additional training, including Making Sense of 
Autism. Please keep an eye on class Dojo for any up and coming 
Parent/Carer Drop in sessions with CAT. The feedback from these 
sessions has been that they provide parents with a bank of 
strategies to try with their children.
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The closing date for Reception places for the 
academic year 2026/2027 is on Thursday  
15th January 2026. To apply for a reception 
class place for your child, you must submit an 
application through your local council, usually 
online, though paper forms are available 
upon request. 

Applications submitted after the deadline are 
considered late and are much less likely to 
secure a place at your preferred school, as 
they are not processed until after the initial 
offer round.

Decisions on primary school places will be 
sent to parents on April 16, 2026. Online 
applicants receive an email, while those who 
submitted paper forms will receive a letter by 
2nd class post.

Even if your child already attends our school 
Nursery you MUST complete an application. 
For more information, follow the link below: 
Admissions Arrangements

RECEPTION APPLICATIONS 
2026/27      

https://www.birminghamsaysno.co.uk/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


iNTEGR
ITY

rESPEC
T

2AB
9

Days off

3AS
12

Days off

6BP
17

Days off

5/6NW
13

Days off

5LM
6

Days off

RMH
10

Days off

RAY
10

Days off

4SM
14

Days off

3/4LM
8

Days off

1/2DN
10

Days off

1CP
11

Days off
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NAH
6

Days off
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