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EXCELLENCE IN EVERYTHING-ACHIEVING GREATNESS THAT LASTS A LIFETIME

Mecsage from Mr Taylor

Welcome back to another week of Excellence in Everything at Warren Farm. This
week we have been excited to introduce our ‘Character Kit List' to the wider
education community on social media through an official video that we shared on
Class Dojo, X’ (formerly twitter) and our brand new school Instagram page (search
Warren Farm Primary school). This will give us further opportunity to share the
excellent experiences that we provide for our children at Warren Farm, particularly
focusing on the development of strong character in our children. Our approach to
character development is at the heart of everything we do and is integral to
developing children that grow into well rounded individuals who are ‘Good People
and have the potential to become future leaders as their work towards their
‘Super North Stars’.

This week we were joined by members of ‘Bikeability’ supporting our children in
Year 6 develop their cycling proficiency - learning essential road safety skills and
how to cycle safely and confidently in the local community. Our young cyclists have
been developing their skills of teamwork, communication and preparation as they
worked together to practice skills such as signalling, controlling their bikes and
navigating cycling on the roads in the local area safely and confidently. Courses
such as this are valuable in enhancing children's independence but also promoting
the importance of safety, communication and being well prepared in all aspects of
life .

Parental engagement is key to our shared success at Warren Farm. Thank you to
those parents/carers who attended our Year 1 and 2 phonics workshops this week,
supporting your child's literacy development. It was excellent to see so many
children and adults together, learning about phonics strategies that we use in
school to help children become confident readers. Communicating and working
together, we can ensure that our children receive the best possible support in
their learning journey of Excellence in Everything. We look forward to welcoming
more parents throughout the year

Mr Taylor

Make it a great weekend!

Aylesbury Crescent
Birmingham B44 ODT

www.warrenfarm-primary.co.uk
0121 373 3885

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Wed 220d Wicdom Dental Checke
January All Children (Letters to follow)
Mon 27th ) .
Tanaary National ctorytelling week
Sedes Chinese New Year
January
Fri 7th NSPCC Numbere Day
February Non School Uniform £1 donation
Tue 11tk .
February Parentc Evening 3:30-6:00pm
Wed 12th '
February Parents Evening 3:30-6:00pm
Fri 14th Valentines Disco
February Break vp for Half Term
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“Effective
teamwork

begins and ends

with

communication.”

@warren_farm_pri

Mike Krzyzewski
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HARACTER EDUCATION

It's who we are, not what we do’

This term, we're excited to focus on six key words from our Character Kit-List! These words are more than just ideas
— they’re traits that we want our children to understand, demonstrate, and live out in their daily actions.

On Monday, Mr. Davis led a whole-school assembly

focused on these key Character Kit-List words: Chal’a(}ter K|t ||St
Work-Ethic, Ownership, Attitude, Communication,

Teamwork, and Preparation. The aim was to inspire Words Of the term

children to not only understand these important traits
but to actively embody and practice them in their daily N
lives.

To reinforce this, all classes award Class Dojo points
specifically for these traits. Children receive clear and ik
focused recognition when they demonstrate any of our
Kit-List words, helping them to understand and

PRIMARY SCHOOL

celebrate the positive impact of their actions.

Parents/carers can play a big role in this journey by
talking to your child about what these words mean to
them and how they can show them at home and in
school. Together, we can help make these character
kit-list words a big part of school life, shaping the heart
of who we are at Warren Farm.

Let’s work together to build character and inspire
excellence!

Character Kit-list word Character Kit-list word Character Kit-list word Character Kit-list word

Work-ethic Attitude Ownership Teamwork Communication Preparation

bk o change and stay cam when Takingresponsiilty o your actions and Listening caefuly and sharkng your thoughts
gt o oo s, o Being ngeandstay Vg ogatr wkn ot o gL s Pl Lo

Gettingready In aavance so you can 0
nsomething’s hard. things are dfferent or dont go as plamed. ‘doing your best to make g s TR e
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{ their full P.E kit.

This week in Year 2, to spark creativity and inspire their writing, the children had lots
of fun making their own potions. This exciting activity was a fantastic way to engage
them in writing clear and detailed instructions. In Maths, Year 1 pupils have been

learning about 3D shapes and their properties. To support this learning at home, why -

EARLY YEARS

This week in EYFS we have welcomed our new Nursery
starters and we are really proud of how well they have
settled into their learning environment. Children in
Reception have been exploring missing numbers on a
number line using cubes to help understand how the
numbers get bigger or smaller. This term we will be
doing gymnastics in P.E, please ensure your child has

ppppppp

not go on a shape hunt together? Look around your home for cubes, spheres, cones H =zt

and other 3D shapes and talk about their features! Both year 1 and year 2 have beeng
exploring art techniques in their lessons by folding paper in creative ways to design :

3D drawings, learning about texture, shape and form.

It has been another fantastic week of attendance here at
Warren Farm. Firstly, we want to express how proud we
are of all the children who are in school, on time, every
single day. This is a testament to their dedication and the
support of their families.

When children are present, they’re not just attending
lessons—they’re accessing every learning opportunity,
gaining invaluable experiences, forming meaningful
relationships, and developing strong habits that will serve
them for life. That said, we want to remind everyone that
at Warren Farm, good attendance is an expectation.
We’ve been reinforcing this message to the children:
unless there’s a genuine reason, such as iliness, every day
matters, and you should be in school!

Let’s keep this incredible momentum going and continue
to prioritise attendance, as it’s fundamental to ensuring
every child has the best chance to thrive and succeed.
Together, we can continue to achieve Excellence In
Everything!

This week’s House attendance
winners are...South W

Aylesbury Crescent
Birmingham B44 ODT
www.warrenfarm-primary.co.uk
0121 373 3885

‘SUPER 60’

On Wednesday this week, a team of Key stage 1 children
took part in a ‘Super 60’ after schools competition at
Greenwood Academy. Physical activity is essential for
children's health and well being. The recommended 60
active minutes each day helps improve fitness, boost
energy levels and promote better sleep. Regular
movement also supports brain development, enhances
focus and reduces stress. Encouraging children to be
active helps build healthy habits that can last a lifetime.
Help us to make sure that every child gets their 60
minutes of fun and movement each day. We'll be
providing further updates in the coming weeks of
activities that you can take part in together to support
your child’s active lifestyle journey.
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SAFEGUARDING CHILD OF THE WEEK

This week’s safeguarding focus is encouraging children to talk to

an adult they feel safe with, regarding any changes to their body. NAH

Talk PANTS is a resource that can support parents with having a Ella Scheau
discussion around the fact that their body belongs to them. The RMH _
pants rule stands for: Henry Harris

@\ i—"= w RAY Poppy-Violett Warr

P = Privates are private

A = Always remember your body belongs to you. 1CO Lottie Treharne
N = No means ‘no’
T = Talk about secrets that upset you 1/2HM

Ziah Clayton-Maragh

S = Speak up, someone can help

MENTAL HEALTH ANDWELL BEING)| *™" Tommy Tabb

This week in our My Happy Minds sessions, the children 3AB . .
explored the incredible power of the brain. They learned Maddie-Mai Weston

about the key roles of the important areas: the 00

Hippocampus, the Amygdala and the Prefrontal Cortex. " - o) Sl Sophia Crasmariu
These areas work together to help us retain memories,

keep us safe and support logical thinking and decision 4SM Finley Willis
making. The children also discussed Neural Pathways -

the connections within our brains. They discovered that 5AS Oyinade Sangolade
the more we repeat an action, the stronger these - y

connections become. Understanding the different 5/6NW

functions of the brain helps us appreciate its complexity Samuel Leema
and take better care of it. 6BP

Corie-Jack Firkin

- This week we have started back with our ukulele lessons with our music teacher. We
‘ all recapped the names of the strings and played several melodies focusing on the r% :

\ J beat and rhythm of the songs. Some classes have even started to learn chords which | \@
4 ‘ is when two or more notes are played together in harmony. The children have 2
N % showed great perseverance and commitment to learning a new skill. In addition to
this, this half term 4SM and 3/4LM have a weekly Friday afternoon PE lesson with a
coach from the AVFC Foundation, focusing on invading games. It was lovely to see
“ everyone getting involved, enjoying themselves and participating in lots of exercise.

As part of the Young Leaders programme, Year 5 worked together to design and build assault e _ﬂ
courses, focusing on teamwork, problem-solving, and communication. It was wonderful to see e =

their creativity and cooperation shine! 6BP took part in Bikeability, where they learned valuable ™ o)
cycling skills, road safety, and how to ride confidently. We're proud of their determination and L

and carers about the importance of hygiene in keeping our children healthy and confident.
Encouraging daily washing, brushing teeth, and wearing clean clothes helps our pupils feel their
best and ready to learn. Thank you for your support in this vital part of their well-being.

Aylesbury Crescent HK
Birmingham B44 ODT X . Ofsted

progress! Next week, it will be 5/6NW's turn to take part! Finally, can | please remind all parents ﬁ ﬁ
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Y| DAY OFF

1/2HM
5
DAYS OFF

5/6NW
3 1
DAY OFF DAYS OFF DAY OFF
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At The Nati College, our WakeUp y guides emp: and equip parents, carers and with the and ical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

WHAT ARE Adults tend to associate online videos with YouTube — but among teens, TikTok is king. The app provides
T\"E R'SKS? a stream of short clips to users’ ir , based on what they’ve already watched. Around half of
British children use TikTok, and while much of the content is benign, Ofcom considers it the app where
T youngsters “were most likely to encounter a potential harm”.

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE /T CONTACT WITH
CONTENT TSR = STRANGERS =

While TikTok’s Following feed only displays With more than 1.5 billion users globolly. the
videos trom lamlluur [Ereatogs ForYouisa for contact from TikTok is

high - especially as accounts created by
cilmum!ollhmwdeosmll pl'obd:whe ’ over-16s (or young people using a fake date of

show birth) are set to public by default. This means
then engage that not only is someone’s profile visible to
with this content, more Ilko it will follow. TikTok's everyone eise on the app, it also suggests their
guidelines prohibit the sharing of illegal or videos to others and enables anyone to
inappropriate content, but the huge number of | download or comment on them.

uploads means that a small amount inevitably
slips through. W A RS

. MISINFORMATION AND
BODY IMAGE AND ' " RADICALISATION W
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES =

According to Ofcom, most online harms
lbr teens are body image related for girls
eating, body
and so on) and dangerous stunts for boys. Both
on TikTok. One

Although the short videos on TikTok tend

to be more frivolous than the longer ones on

YouTube, clips can still influence impressionable

minds in a negative way. Not only is there plenty

of dangerous misinformation on TikTok, but

Ofcom reports zhu: nearly a third of 12 to
15-year-olds use TikTok as a news source — so

lhﬁlml' ‘was the ‘blackout’ trend, which <

encouraged users to hold their breath until they you 'h.wld D EiEY OF '“"‘?91"'"“’: me.::::;'

passed out from a lack of oxygen. This led to two i 4 ~ k- P

families filing lawsuits against TikTok over the g

tragic deaths of their children. -

A 3
IN-APP SPENDING QQ\ ' ADDICTIVE DESIGN m

+ With its stream of

TikTok is free, but users have the option to buy y videos, TikTok can be uddlctive to young brains.
TikTok coins, which can be used to purchase / In 2024, UK children spent an average of 127
gifts for content creators. Coin bundles range minutes per day on the app: that's twice as
from £9.99 to an eye-watering £99; while that much as in 2020. Excessive use can Inmhu
may not sound appealing, the app still 4 with young people’s sleep patterns —

erated £7.9 billion in user spending in 2023. leading to irritability — and distract them lrom
TikTok’s policy is that under-18s can’t make other, The
in-app purchases, but it's possible to bypass skippable nature of bite-size videos may also
this with a fake birth date. impact children’s ability to maintain focus.

- 4

ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING “ BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

Family Pairing allows parents to link their TikTok account to their child’s, “ If a child is using an iPhone or Android device to access TikTok, you

‘and control settings remotely. Parents can then turn on I!“tﬂelsd Mode can alter their settings to prevent them from making in-app purchases.

(r-duelng thochﬂnes: of a child seeing set We'd recommend enabling this feature, as it can be quite easy fora young
whether their chil, send person to spend a significant amount of real money buying TikTok coins to

Ihdy can, iovlhom. ‘t alter without p unlock more of the app —

DISCUSS THE DANGERS READ THE SIGNS .

4
If a child wants to use TikTok and you're happy for tMmto do so, it's good practice If you're concerned that a child is Ip-ndlng too much time on TikTok, or that h 4
risks. Ensure y don’'t they've by g they it's imp. to
information, and that they know to talk to a tmmd aduit if th.y'ra worried by know how to spot the signs. yanda Iuck of
interactions on the cpp. With more teens using TikTok for news, it’s also worth talking potential red flags, as is lallng to
about and how to identify it. the parental controls are there hr areason, and it's nmnnoo late to introduce limits. ‘

i aa . -)
Meet Our Expert — The
— National

Alan Martin is an experi ist who es
Has wiittenfor the Iies of Wired, TechRadar, Tonv's Gulde; A —) e a College’
The Evening and The New : 2]

o guide page at. https://nat "lc.olIe‘gle'lcom/g'moes/(nk!ok~7025 l
AN I R

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o) @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.01.2025
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